FAITH PRINCETON SUNDAY SCHOOL

REV. 21:9-27 The New Jerusalem
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2026

REVELATION 21 Observation Worksheet

Chapter Theme

21 The New Heaven and Earth

9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the
seven last plagues came and spoke with me, saying, “Come here, |

will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.”

The New Jerusalem

10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high
mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God. Her brilliance
was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper. 12 It
had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve
angels; and names were written on them, which are the names of
the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. 13 There were three gates on
the east and three gates on the north and three gates on the south
and three gates on the west. 14 And the wall of the city had twelve
foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the

twelve apostles of the Lamb.

15 The one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to

measure the city, and its gates and its wall. 16 The city is laid out as
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a square, and its length is as great as the width; and he measured
the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and
height are equal. 17 And he measured its wall, seventy-two yards,
according to human measurements, which are also angelic
measurements. 18 The material of the wall was jasper; and the city
was pure gold, like clear glass. 19 The foundation stones of the city
wall were adorned with every kind of precious stone. The first
foundation stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third,
chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; 20 the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth,
sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz;
the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth,
amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of
the gates was a single pearl. And the street of the city was pure

gold, like transparent glass.

22 lsawnotempleinit, forthe Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb
areitstemple. 23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon
to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is
the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the
earth will bring their glory into it. 25 In the daytime (for there will be
no night there) its gates will never be closed; 26 and they will bring
the glory and the honor of the nations into it; 27 and nothing
unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall
ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the

Lamb® book of life.
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Enduring Word Commentary:
Revelation 21:9-27
A New Heavens, a New Earth,
and a New Jerusalem

A. All things made new. (v 1-8)
B. The nature of the New Jerusalem.

1. (9-10) An angel will show John the city in
greater detail.

Then one of the seven angels who had the
seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues
came to me and talked with me, saying, “Come,
| will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” And
he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and
high mountain, and showed me the great city,
the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven
from God,

a. |l will show you the bride... showed me the
great city, the holy Jerusalem: Passages like this
make some wonder if the New Jerusalem is a
literal place at all. Some suggest that itis really
just an exotic symbol of the Church, the Bride of
Christ.

b. I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife:
This heavenly city is literal, butitis called the
bride, the Lamb’s wife because itis the place
where all God® people are gathered. In this sense
the New Jerusalem is certainly like the bride; but
this association doesn® diminish the reality
behind the image. The city is associated with the
bride to awe us with a sense of its beauty.

2.(11-14) The city’s brilliance, wall, gates and
foundation.
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Having the glory of God. Her light was like a
most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear
as crystal. Also she had a great and high wall
with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the
gates, and names written on them, which are
the names of the twelve tribes of the children of
Israel: three gates on the east, three gates on
the north, three gates on the south, and three
gates on the west. Now the wall of the city had
twelve foundations, and on them were the
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

a. Her light was like a most precious stone: John
was first impressed by the glory of this city. She
shared in the glory of God, and it was expressed
in the radiant light shining from her.

b. She had a great and high wall: The wall was
not needed for defense, because there were no
more enemies. But the great and high wall gave
the city definition (this is no cosmic nirvana) and
shows that some will be excluded from the city
(only the righteous can enter).

c. Twelve gates... and names written on them,
which are the names of the twelve tribes of the
children of Israel: The names of the tribes on the
gates communicate the unity and heritage that the
people of God have with Israel. God will never
forget the tribes of Israel, even unto eternity.

i. Three gates on the east, three gates on the
north: Some have thought the arrangement of
gates looks back to the camp layout used during
the Exodus (Numbers 2).

d. The wall of the city had twelve foundations,
and on them were the names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb: The foundations are an
eternal testimony to the apostles, and their
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permanent place in God® plan. If it isn@ built on
the foundation of the apostles, it isn@ the right
place for God® people.

i. The New Jerusalem and the church are founded
upon the apostles (Ephesians 2:20).

3. (15-17) The dimensions of the city.

And he who talked with me had a gold reed to
measure the city, its gates, and its wall. The city
is laid out as a square; its length is as great as
its breadth. And he measured the city with the
reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length,
breadth, and height are equal. Then he
measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four
cubits, according to the measure of a man, that
is, of an angel.

a. The city is laid out as a square: The New
Jerusalem® length, height and width are equal.
This means that it is either a cube or a pyramid. A
cube is reminiscent of the Holy Place of the
tabernacle, suggesting that the entire city is the
Holy Place.

b. He measured the city with the reed: The size
of the New Jerusalem is enormous; twelve
thousand furlongs equals 1,500 miles (2,400
kilometers). This is the same distance from Maine
to Florida; the square footage would approximate
the size of the moon.

i. “A city of this size is too large for the imagination
to take in. John is certainly conveying the idea of
splendour. And, more importantly, that of room for
all.” (L. Morris)

ii. Henry Morris, guessing that there will have been
100 billion people in the human race through
history, and that 20% of them will be saved,
calculated that each person would have a “block”
with about 75 acres on each face to call their own.
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This is highly speculative, but illustrates the point
that there is plenty of room in the New Jerusalem.

c. According to the measure of a man, that is, of
an angel: In this case, the cubit measure of a man
is the same as an angel® measure of a cubit.

4. (18-21) The beauty of its structure.

The construction of its wall was of jasper; and
the city was pure gold, like clear glass. The
foundations of the wall of the city were adorned
with all kinds of precious stones: the first
foundation was jasper, the second sapphire,
the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the
fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh
chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the
tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and
the twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were
twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one
pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold,
like transparent glass.

a. The construction of its wall was of jasper:
When we read of jasper and pure gold and all
kinds of precious stones, we should take these
as literal representations; yet they express
realities of another world. We can gain a brief
glimpse of what John saw, but we can@ even begin
to seeitin fullness until we see it with our own
eyes.

i. John® use of riches in his description “is his way
of bringing out the very great value of what God
has for His people.” (L. Morris)

b. Jasper... sapphire... chalcedony: The precise
identification of these gemstones in modern
terms is difficult, but the impression is of
unending, staggering beauty.
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i. “The symbolism is not meant to give the
impression of wealth and luxury, but to point to
the glory and holiness of God.” (Johnson)

ii. If there is any Biblical reference point for this
assortment of gemstones, it is probably the High
Priestl® breastplate (Exodus 28:15-21).

c. Like clear glass... like transparent glass: “The
constant mention of transparency indicates that
the city is designed to transmit the glory of God in
the form of light without hindrance.” (Walvoord)

i. If the dimensions and descriptions seem
confusing or impossible, there are two main
principles to keep in mind. First, we must
understand the ideas communicated in the
details (glory, beauty, splendor, and so forth).
Second, we must understand that this is the city
whose architect and maker is God (Hebrews
11:10). We should expectit to be beyond our
comprehension.

C. The temple of the New Jerusalem.
1.(22-23) God is all in the New Jerusalem.

But | saw no temple in it, for the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city
had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine
in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The
Lamb is its light.

a. But I saw no temple init: In the ancient world,
it was unthinkable to have a great city without
many different temples. It® like saying today, “I
saw a great city but| saw no bankinit” or “l saw a
great city but | saw no shopping mallin it.”
Nevertheless, in this city there was no temple in
it.

b. For the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are
its temple: Here, the temple was not removed,
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but expanded. Everything and every place is holy
and the dwelling place of God.

i. Before Jesus the temple was a prophecy. In the
Christian era God® people are His temple. In the
Millennium the temple will be a memorial. Here
the temple is everywhere.

ii. “The inhabitants need no place of worship or
sacrifice, the object of all worship being present,
and the great sacrifice Himself being there.”
(Alford)

c. No temple... no need of the sun or of the
moon: This reminds us that heaven will be a place
of pure worship. The things we use to help us
worship, but often end up distracting us in worship
(such as buildings, music systems, customs, and
so forth) will no longer be an issue. Our focus will
be totally on the Person we worship, the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb.

i. In heaven, none of our joy, beauty, or knowledge
will be based on created things, but only on the
Creator. By faith, you can have it that way now.
You can decide to trust in God so completely that
your joy, what you consider beauty, and your
foundation of knowledge are all based on Jesus,
and not on anything created.

d. The Lamb is its light: Light speaks of joy, for in
the Scriptures light and joy go together. Light
speaks of beauty, because without light there is
no beauty. Light speaks of knowledge and in
heaven we will all know Him as He knows us.

2. (24-27) Access into the city.

And the nations of those who are saved shall
walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring
their glory and honor into it. Its gates shall not
be shut at all by day (there shall be no night
there). And they shall bring the glory and the
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honor of the nations into it. But there shall by
no means enter it anything that defiles, or
causes an abomination or a lie, but only those
who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

a. The kings of the earth shall bring their glory
and honor into it: What about these kings of the
earth? Who are they? This is difficult to
understand, and different commentators have
different suggestions.

i. “How encouraging to note that not all were
destroyed when the nations came to do battle
against Jerusalem and the Lord Himself. There will
also be ‘kings of the earthZwho will be a part of the
eternal state.” (Hocking)

ii. “Among the mysteries of this new heaven and
earth this is set forth to us: that, besides the
glorified church, there shall still be dwelling on the
renewed earth nations, organized by kings, and
[xxii. 2] saved by means of the influences of the
heavenly city.” (Alford)

b. There shall by no means enter it anything that
defiles: Does this mean that such people will
threaten the city? It isn necessary to say that this
is the idea, because all sinners and death have
been castinto the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:11-
15). Instead, “The exhortation warns present
readers that the only way to participate in the
future city is to turn one® loyalties to the Lamb
now.” (Johnson)

©1996-present The Enduring Word Bible Commentary
by David Guzik -

Page |6

https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/revelation-21/



