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Lesson Summary

After the forty days of temptation in the Judean desert,
Jesus returned to Galilee to begin His public ministry.
Jesus gathered disciples (1:35-51), performed a miracle at a
wedding (2:1-11), and cleared the Temple in Jerusalem of its
profit centers (2:12-25).
From the beginning, many people left everything to follow
Jesus. Your children will read about Andrew, who not only
followed Jesus but immediately went to find his brother
Simon and bring him to Jesus. The next day Jesus found
Philip and said to him, “Follow Me.” Philip responded to
Jesus in the same way. He followed and invited a friend
(Nathaniel) to follow Jesus also. This lesson will inspire the
children to follow Jesus with wholehearted trust in good
times and bad, and bring friends to know Him too.

Bible Background

In Moses’ day, God dwelt among His people in the Tabernacle. The Temple that Solomon built in Jerusalem replaced
the portable Tabernacle. Over the years, however, many Jews
had forgotten its true purpose. The marble and gold Temple
built by the Herods was magnificent beyond imagination.
They surrounded the whole area (about the size of four city
blocks) by a massive wall 1,000 feet long on each side.
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Knowledge (truths)
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O • aJesus
drove out the people
who made the Temple into a
W marketplace. (John 2:12-17)

By Jesus’ time, Temple taxes had to be paid in shekels; other
currencies were foreign and “unclean.” Capitalizing on this,
money changers charged exchange rates in excess of 50%.
In theory a Jew could bring his own animal to sacrifice, but
the inspectors would refuse it, forcing him to purchase one
of their “unblemished” animals at a marked-up price. At
the beginning of His earthly ministry, Jesus challenged the
religious views of that day. He cleaned out the commercial
centers in the Temple and pointed to Himself as the center
of true worship.

Lesson 6

Big Idea Jesus invites everyone to follow Him.

Teacher Devotional

It is important that we live our lives with the faith of the
disciples. Some of the disciples’ days were fun and easy,
such as when Jesus turned water into wine. Some days were
harder. The disciples probably felt anxious about the consequences and controversy that was stirred up when Jesus
stormed through the Temple with a whip. You will experience a range of emotions as you follow Jesus, just like the
disciples did. But just like them, you can cling to Jesus and
never let go.
Lord, help me follow You with faith and courage. Help me
communicate this kind of wholehearted faith to my children.
As we learn about the miracles and events of Your life on earth,
inspire us to follow You daily. In Jesus’ name, amen.

In this lesson, your children will...
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Sober about what Jesus did
the money changers in the
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E toTemple.
means.
•
Disciple Skill: POWER—
L
Worship God in spirit and
truth.
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Make

Disciples
Teacher—Decide where to place these elements into
this lesson.

Opening Prayer

Thank God for each child in the class, by name if possible.
Pray that the children will have open hearts and minds to
understand what it means to truly be a disciple of Jesus
Christ. Ask the Lord to draw them to Himself in a more
powerful way while studying this lesson.
Lesson 6

WorldWatch

Missionary Biography 6 of 12—Hudson Taylor—God’s
Provision Missionary stories can have a profound impact on a
child. Take 1-2 minutes to read this brief narrative. Download
discussion questions at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
The cook enters the room and announces, “We just
opened the last bag of rice.” Everyone is silent. For a
year and a half, the Chinese Christians in the church in
Ning-po joyfully served in the hospital. Hudson Taylor
and his wife, Maria, are happy to see them care for others
and show God’s love to patients in the hospital. Hudson’s
wife started a school for girls. Hudson and Maria are
only in their twenties, but they now have the responsibility to run a hospital, a school, and care for their
baby daughter, Grace. Hudson and Maria continue to
trust God together. They pray and have faith that their
Heavenly Father will provide for all their needs.

KeyVerse

Topic: Review
Reference: John 1:14, Luke 1:37, Luke 2:52, John 1:29 and
Luke 4:8
Memorization Activity: Prepare envelopes containing
cards on which you have written the words of the memory
verses (be sure each verse is divided into the same number
of cards). Divide the class into five groups. Give each group
one envelope. Have teams dump their cards out of the
envelope and arrange them in the correct order. Groups
may race against the clock or against each other. Then have
groups exchange envelopes and try the same activity with a
different verse.

Bonus Resources

Access free downloads for this lesson at
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
• Dee Cy Paul Chip (discipleship) story
• More activity ideas
• Activity templates and resources
• Explore Scripture teacher notecards

But now, things are serious. There is no more money. They
have only one bag of rice. Will this be their last meal?
What should they do? At that exact moment, the mail is
delivered—a letter has arrived from England. Inside the
letter is money for food! The cook runs down the hall
yelling, “God answers prayer! God answers prayer!”

SUPPLIES

Missions Education—One Mandate
To add this component to the lesson, download the teacher
script at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

Make Disciples

General Supplies

Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 21-24)
Pencils, markers, crayons
Paper, notecards, scissors, tape, glue
Envelopes

Spark Interest

•FOLLOW THE LEADER: no additional supplies
•ORIENTEERING: no additional supplies

DISCIPLESHIP TIP
DISCIPLESHIP TIP

The most important element of your lesson every week
is you. Kids watch how you say things and how you treat
them far more closely than they listen to your words. In
fact, the more genuine your actions and attitude, the
better children will listen to the thoughts you have to
share. Let your light shine about following Jesus, so they
can see Him in you.
42

Explore Scripture

Clear pitcher, opaque pitcher, clear glass,
		 red drink mix
Teaching Picture 3A.11—Jesus calling disciples
Teaching Picture 3A.12—Jesus clearing the Temple

Inspire Action

•ACT IT OUT: simple props
•FOLLOW HIS FOOTSTEPS: construction paper
•SING A SONG: none
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Spark

Interest
Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students
and grab their attention.

Disciple Guide—page 21

OR

Find th
e an s
Discip
leZone wer at
.com/
3A

5

Before class, write the names of the twelve disciples on note
cards, one for each child. If you have a large class, use the
names more than once. Play a couple rounds of this version
of “follow the leader.” Have the students sit in a circle. Have
children draw the note cards, and “become” that disciple.
Choose one person to be the leader. This person will walk
around the circle telling a story which begins, “On the way
to Jerusalem I met                .” As the leader says a name,
the child with that character’s name must get up and walk
behind the leader. The leader tries to get as many people
up as possible. When the leader cannot think of any more
names, he says, “and then I went home.” The last
person the leader called becomes the next leader.

Emphasize how important it is to follow the directions. Discuss whether or not the treasure would
be found if the directions were not followed
closely. Explain how sometimes a direction
doesn’t make sense or might not be fun, but it is
still necessary to get to your destination. Explain
that the disciples followed Jesus no matter where
He led them.

21
Cana
map site: 6

Orienteering (15 minutes)
This hiking game shows children how to follow directions. Supplies: note cards, Bible

Write directions on notes cards to your students  
who will follow them to a hidden “treasure.” Draw
a hiking compass on each card, or download a
template at DiscipleLand.com/downloads. Each
card will direct them to the next until at last,
the treasure is found. For example, have a card
saying, “Look in the supply closet,” and have
another card waiting in the supply closet.

Lesson 2

This game familiarizes children with the names of the twelve
disciples. Supplies: note cards

Lesson 6

Follow the Leader (10-15 minutes)

Help children with the names of all twelve disciples. Complete
this page at the beginning of class or after a Spark Interest
activity.

Disciple means “follower.” Jesus chose

twelve disciples to follow Him while He was
on earth. They listened to Him, trusted Him,
and obeyed what He said. Unscramble the
names of the twelve disciples.

ePtre Peter
drAwen Andrew
hoJn John
sJmae James
hpPlii Philip
miSno Simon
Bartholomew
hoBmewolatr
dJeu Jude
What was the first thing Andrew
samohT Thomas
did when he started following Jesus?
(See John 1:41-42.)
weMatht Matthew
told his brother and emasJ James
brought him to Jesus dJuas Judas
What did Philip do (verse 45)?

told Nathanael
about Jesus
3A • Follow the King • Lesson 6
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Explore

Scripture
Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include Teaching
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides.

John 1:35—2:25

Supplies: clear pitcher, opaque pitcher, clear glass, sweetened
red drink powder

Lesson 6

Before class, place red drink mix into the opaque pitcher.
Fill the clear pitcher with water. Open your Bible to John
1 and 2. Choosing the right friends is important, don’t
you think? Why? Allow responses. That’s right. You want
friends who will stand beside you in good times and in
bad times. Today we will see Jesus choose His disciples.
Just like you would, Jesus wanted friends who would
stand with Him. These men would be very important to
God’s plan for the whole world.
Read John 1:40-49 aloud while your children
follow along. Show the Teaching Picture
3A.11 of Jesus calling the disciples.
Emphasize the willingness of these
men to leave everything to follow
Jesus. What’s the first thing
Andrew did? What’s the first thing Philip did?
Encourage responses. Based on that, what’s one
thing disciples do? Disciples tell their family
and friends what they have seen and heard. Ask
students to list other ways in which kids can be
disciples of Jesus at home, in school, and with their
friends. Jesus invites everyone to follow Him.
Next, read the account of Jesus’ first miracle,
turning water into wine (John 2:1-11). While you
are telling of the servants filling the pots with
water, pour the water from the clear pitcher into
the opaque one. When you get to the servants
drawing some water out, pour some “water” from
the opaque pitcher into a clear glass. The students
will be surprised to see that it has turned red. (Be
sure to explain the trick and remind them that
only Jesus can really turn water into wine!) Mix it
well and serve a drink to each student.

If your kids are mature enough, point out that just as the
Temple was built to worship and glorify God, our bodies are
temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). We are
the property of the Lord who bought us. Our purpose is to
glorify God in our bodies. We can worship God, talk with
Him, and enjoy fellowship with Him anywhere, anytime
and any place.
Have any of you ever been to a wedding? Weddings are
fun times. On the other hand, can you think of a time
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Follow Jesus
Draw lines from the pictures to the places they happened.

Cana

Sea of
Galilee

Mat thew 4:18-22

Jerusalem

John 2:1-11

Jesus changed something ordinary (water)
into something special (wine). Changing water
into wine was not hard for Jesus because He is
God. But what other ordinary thing did Jesus
really come to earth to change into something
special? (Our lives.) How did Jesus’ disciples
respond to Jesus’ first miracle? (Verse 11.) They
put their faith in Jesus.
44

Following Jesus was fun and exciting, but
sometimes it could be a little scary. Let’s
look at what happened next. Read John
2:13-16. Show the Teaching Picture 3A.12 of
Jesus clearing the Temple. Why did Jesus do
that? Explain how the Temple had become a
place where people made money off of the ones who came
to worship. Also explain that while the disciples might have
approved of what Jesus did, they still would have been afraid
of getting in trouble with the authorities. Ask your children
what they think Jesus would do or say if He came into the
place where they worship.  

John 2:13 -22

22
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when you watched someone else get in trouble? How did
you feel? I’m sure the disciples felt those same things
when they saw Jesus clearing the Temple.

Disciple Guide—page 22
Connect children to the events in Explore Scripture as they
complete the map of Jesus’ first journeys.

Disciple Guide—page 23

Help children think of fun times and times that may have
been hard. Complete the HeartBeat, discussing other things
that can distract us from worshiping God.

Think of a good
time and a hard
time in your own
life. Write about it
or draw it here.

Action
Teacher—Choose one activity that will encourage
learners to apply the Bible truth to their lives.

Act It Out (15 minutes)

This drama activity allows children to re-create the Bible
passage. Supplies: simple props such as towels and rope,
jars, coins and stuffed animals
Divide into three groups to act out Jesus’ choosing the
disciples (John 1:40-49), the wedding scene (John 2:1-10)
and the Temple scene (John 2:13-16). Encourage kids to
include the disciples’ reactions to the latter two scenes. Give
the children five to ten minutes to practice their skits, and
have each group perform for the class.

OR
Follow His Footsteps (10 minutes)

23

This game encourages children to follow in Jesus’
footsteps. Supplies: construction paper, scissors,
and markers

Going to a wedding with Jesus was probably fun for the

disciples. Watching Jesus cleanse the Temple with a whip
was probably scary. Even today we follow Jesus
through good times and hard times.

I have fun
with my
family

Give students construction paper, scissors, and
markers. Ask, How do we follow Jesus? Have
children brainstorm for ideas. Have them cut out
large footprints, and on each one write an important
way a disciple can follow Jesus: accepting Jesus as
Savior, learning to pray, deciding to obey, being
baptized, memorizing a Bible verse, becoming a
missionary or pastor, and so on. Arrange them
on the floor so children can step from one to the
next. Rearrange them so it’s more difficult to step
between them, but explain that God will never
make it too hard to follow Him.

homework
is hard and
makes me
anxious

J

esus invites everyone to follow Him.
The market distracted people in the Temple
who were trying to worship.

OR
Sing a Song (10 minutes)
This song activity inspires children to renew their
commitment to Jesus.

x

Cross out things that sometimes distract you
from worshiping God.

television
worries

Lesson 6

“Following Jesus first” means responding to His call
like His disciples did. You should rely on Jesus in the
good times like they did at the wedding, and in harder
times like in the Temple. You will still have good and
hard times as a follower of Jesus, but how wonderful it
is to know He will always be leading you.

Inspire

friends
video games
sports
homework
sleep

What can you do to make your worship times more meaningful?

focus on God and forget the
things that distract me

23

Sing with the children songs of commitment
to Jesus. Sing old-time songs such as “I Have
Decided to Follow Jesus,” “Just as I Am,” and “I
Surrender All,” or more modern songs such as “I’ll
Say Yes, Lord, Yes” or “I’m Trading My Sorrows.”
Ask children why these songs can be important.
(As worship, to remember our commitment, to
open ourselves to the Holy Spirit.)

45
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Closing Prayer

Pray that the children’s hearts will be full of the desire to
follow Jesus, both in good times and in hard times. Pray
also that each child will have a renewed desire to become a
serious disciple. Pray for the personal requests of students.
Encourage children to voice their prayer concerns. Be sure
to pray for each one.

Closing Words
Lesson 6

Does anyone know what it means to be born of the Spirit? Wait for answers. Next time, we will watch and listen
as an important leader found out what that means.

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their
own or at home with a parent.

Disciple Skill How to Be Jesus’ Disciple

During this quarter, your children will consider “healthy
habits for spiritual growth” as outlined in the acrostic PO-W-E-R. This tool will give them the basics of being a
disciple. Review the POWER acrostic weekly so the children
learn it by memory.
The W in POWER stands for Worship with your church.
This short passage about worship is from the story of the
Samaritan woman, which is the topic of a lesson later in
this quarter. After the children read the verses, have them
choose the correct words based on the passage.

DiscipleZone.com

Direct children to DiscipleZone.com/3A6 for:
XploreMore Discover more about God’s temple.
SwordWork Read John 3.
WorldWatch Learn what Jesus promised His followers.
Dee-Cy-Paul Live! The kids go hiking—will they take the
wrong trail?
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HymnNotes Explore
the legacy of “Great Is Thy
Faithfulness.”

Disciple Guide—
page 24
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KeyVerse Review the
previous five verses.

st

f i ve ver ses

Encourage kids to complete
DiscipleZone before the
next lesson. Explain that
activities are available at a
special website—

DiscipleZone.com

—where kids go to grow!
Children should visit the
website with their parents
to complete the online
activities.
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broken bridge

