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Big Idea As children grow up, they learn to listen to and respond to Jesus, their Savior.
Bible Passage Samuel Hears God’s Call—1 Samuel 3
Discover God Jesus Is the Savior
Lesson Summary

In Bible times, children didn’t attend school as we know
it today. Parents taught their children at home. Mothers
nurtured them the first years of life, then the girls were left
to the mother’s instruction while fathers mentored the boys
and taught them the family trade. Samuel’s education came
from the Lord, Himself, under the care of Eli the priest.
In this special lesson your students will learn that Jesus is
their Savior who died to save them from sin. They will have
the opportunity to use Samuel’s story as a springboard to
respond to the call of God on their own lives—to accept
God’s offer of salvation. What an exciting opportunity and
special privilege! Please see Good News for Kids on the
inside back cover of this Teacher Guide.

Bible Background

When Hannah, Samuel’s mother, took him to the tabernacle to fulfill her promise to God, Samuel was probably
about three years old. As a young boy, Eli taught him to be a
servant to God’s house, and God soon called him to become
a prophet.  Unlike Eli and his unruly sons, Samuel was the
faithful, devoted servant God was seeking to serve in His tabernacle. When he first heard God speak to him, Samuel was
sleeping in the traditional priest’s lodging near the Ark of the
Covenant. Samuel, with an attitude of readiness to listen to
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God, was the very kind of person to be His prophet. Samuel
responded to God’s call just as we may respond to God’s offer
of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Teacher Devotional

What comes to mind first when you think about your
growing up years? Birthday parties, a best friend, a
memorable school experience, family vacations? How do
you think of your spiritual growing up? Maybe a significant
person or place enters your thoughts. These are probably
some of the major experiences that influenced who you are
today. As you prepare this lesson, think about how you came
to know Jesus as your Savior. Then spend time thanking
God for the people, situations, and experiences that brought
you to today.
Lord, I hear the voices of many people every day. But I need
most to hear from You. Help me listen intently when You, the
Savior of my soul, seek my attention. Make me an unwavering example to my students of someone who eagerly listens and
follows You. Speak to them too, Lord. If any child is ready to
trust and follow Jesus, bring him or her to this class with an
open heart to your unfathomable love and unconditional forgiveness. Amen.

In this lesson, your children will...
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Lesson 6

Growing Up

• Grateful to Jesus for dying to
forgive all their sins.

• Awed and excited that God

wants to communicate with
them.

Conduct (actions)
ways they can grow
D • Name
spiritually.
to God’s call of
O • Respond
salvation.

• Ready and eager to hear God

direct them through Scripture.
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• DiscipleSkill: Practice listening
before they speak.
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Make

Disciples
Teacher—Decide where to place these elements into
this lesson.

Opening Prayer

Pray, thanking God for how exciting it is to grow. Ask that
Jesus would become real and alive to the children, and that
they would hear His call on their lives. Thank Jesus for
offering to forgive them of their sin.
Lesson 6

WorldWatch

Missionary Biography 6 of 12—William Carey—
Finding a Safe Place Missionary stories can have a profound
impact on children. Take 1-2 minutes to read this brief narrative.
Download discussion questions at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
Out! Out! Out! Not everyone in India welcomes
Christian missionaries like William Carey. Hindus
worship many gods. They have strict rules for people to
obey. Even some fellow Englishmen are against missionaries. They don’t want them to upset the people with
their preaching. They don’t want them to talk about
Jesus. As long as William works at the indigo factory
he can translate the Bible into languages the people understand. He can care for his family. But still no Hindus
believe in Jesus. One day a letter comes from far away
England. It tells William that more missionaries are on
their way to India. William meets the new missionaries
in Serampore, a city in India where all the missionaries are welcome. Once again, William moves his family,
this time to Serampore. At last they are safe.
Missions Education—God’s Great Family
To add this component to the lesson, download the teacher
script at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

KeyVerse

Topic: Review
Reference: Review: Genesis 2:18; Proverbs 1:8; Proverbs
23:25; Psalm 133:1; Proverbs 3:13
Memorization Activity: Place all five objects from the
previous lessons in your Shepherd’s Bag and pull them out
one at a time. Separate kids into two groups and have them
face each other. Say a portion of the verse relating to the
object you pulled out in a certain type of voice (whisper,
yell, sing-song, high pitched, etc.). Have one group repeat
the verse portion, mimicking you, and the other group echo
it. Continue through the verse using the same style of voice.
Pull out the next object and use a different voice for that
verse for one group to say and the other to echo. Continue
until you have practiced all five verses.

God Is the Greatest!

Download the entire recitation at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
Build from the previous lessons and teach children the
following:
God is our Savior
Jesus forgives our sins. (extend hands to heaven and then to heart)

Bonus Resources

Access free downloads for this lesson at
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
• Contemporary Dee Cy Paul Chip (Discipleship) story
• More activity ideas
• Activity templates and downloads
• Explore Scripture teacher notecards

SUPPLIES
General Supplies

Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 21-24)
Pencils, markers, crayons
Paper, notecards, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples

Shepherd’s Bag, previous five memory objects

Spark Interest
DISCIPLESHIP TIP
Listening is a skill, and some six- and seven-year-olds are
still getting the hang of it. When speaking to students,
say their name first. Make eye contact often with those
who struggle to listen well. Use gentle touches on the
shoulder, hand, or head to redirect a child’s attention.
Above all, be patient with your children. You’ll be pleased
at the year’s end to see how your students have grown in
their listening ability.
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•MY, HOW YOU’VE GROWN: various clothing
•GROWING UP: DiscipleLand puppet
•ARE YOU LISTENING?: none

Explore Scripture

Teaching Picture 1A.11—Samuel and Eli
Teaching Picture 1A.12—Samuel hearing God

Inspire Action

•MUSICAL CHAIRS: CD player, fun music on CD
•GROWING IN SPIRIT: none
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Are You Listening? (10 minutes)

Spark

This classic game emphasizes the skill of listening.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students
and grab their attention.

My, How You’ve Grown! (10 minutes)

This dress-up activity sparks children to think about their own
growth. Supplies: toddler and adult clothing items that are
too small and too large for the students
Bring out toddler clothing and have children try to get
into them. Even if they can get some articles on, the sleeves
will be too short, belly buttons will show, and the pants
won’t snap at the waist. Why don’t these clothes fit you?
Can you believe you used to be this small? Now bring
out adult clothing—giant pants, an XL T-shirt, a ball cap,
and so on. They should swim in those clothes. Belts wrap
around their waists a couple of times, pant legs and shirt
sleeves need to be rolled up, and ball caps cover their eyes.
My, we have a lot more growing to do! Are you excited to
one day fit into these big clothes? Besides our
bodies, what other parts of us grow as we get
older? (Our minds, our spirits). As we grow, we
find out new things, like how much we need
Jesus. He wants to be part of our growing up.

Have children sit in a circle. Start the game by whispering a
sentence to a child who whispers it to the person beside him
or her. The whispered words travel around the circle. The
last person to hear the sentence tells what he or she heard.
See how closely the final result matches your original words.
For large groups, make two or more circles. Sentences to
use: Samuel listened when God called him. Jesus is our
Savior. Speak, Lord, you servant is listening.

Disciple Guide—page 21

Explain to the children they should write the first letter of each
picture in the blanks (snake, apple, vase, and so on). Make sure
they understand what Savior means. Complete this page at
the beginning of class or after a Spark Interest activity.

Growing Up

OR
Growing Up (10 minutes)

This discussion compares and contrasts your students’
growing up with that of children in Bible times.
Supplies: one or more DiscipleLand puppets
(tie a cloth around their heads to look like Bibletimes children)

Lesson 6

Interest

21

Jesus died so God would not punish us for the wrong things we do.
Write the first letter of each object below in the space to see what
we call Jesus.

Jesus is our
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Have the puppet say, I’m trying to learn how
a Bible-times kid would grow up, and I want
your ideas. The puppet(s) can call on students to
tell what they know about how kids grew then,
and compare it to their own lives. Let the puppet
prompt kids, give hints, ask questions, and give
positive compliments. Have the puppet ask you
if there were any other ways Bible-times kids
grew. Use that question to talk about spiritual
growth. Answering Jesus when He calls is part
of growing up spiritually!

OR
1A • Family Life With God • Lesson 6
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again.” Samuel didn’t yet know God in his heart, and he
didn’t know God wanted him to carry God’s messages
to His people. Samuel just knew someone had called. So
he went back to bed. Send students back to “sleep.”

Explore

Scripture
Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include Teaching
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides.

1 Samuel 3

Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 3. Do you remember Hannah
and her baby, Samuel? What did Hannah do with him
when he was three? She took him to Eli the priest. Today
we will learn about what happened to Samuel when he
was still just a child like you. Here’s what happened.
Lesson 6

Hannah took Samuel to live at the tabernacle in Shiloh.
He was going to learn how to serve God there. Eli was the
priest in Shiloh. Eli taught Samuel about the Scriptures and
about working in God’s house. As Samuel grew, he learned
to love God. In those days, it had been a long time since
God spoke to His people. But that was about to change!

It was quiet in the tabernacle. Suddenly Samuel
heard a voice calling him. Use a solemn, different
voice. “Samuel, Samuel!” Samuel woke up and
said, “Here I am!” He ran into Eli’s
room. Have children stand up and
quietly but quickly go over to where
Eli is sleeping. Show the Teaching
Picture 1A.11 of Samuel and Eli.
“Here I am; you called me,” Samuel said to Eli.
“Eli” sits up. Eli was surprised. He didn’t call
Samuel. Samuel was surprised, too. Eli told
Samuel, “I didn’t call you. Go lie down again.”
Have children return to their  places where they
“go back to sleep.”
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Eli wasn’t calling Samuel. It was God’s voice.
But Samuel didn’t know that yet. The LORD
called again, “Samuel!” Samuel heard the voice,
so he got up and went back to Eli. Children can
get up and go to “Eli” again. Samuel said, “Here
I am; you called me.” Eli was surprised again.
He said, “I didn’t call, my son. Go lie down

Samuel Hears God’s Call

1 Samuel 3

Priests like Eli slept near the most special part of the tabernacle where they worshiped God. Samuel slept there,
too. In Bible times, people didn’t sleep on beds
with mattresses. Samuel probably slept on a
mat on the floor. He was in a different room
than Eli. Ask a boy to be Eli, and have him lie
down away from the group. One night after
Samuel was asleep, Eli went to sleep, too. Let’s
all lie down and pretend to sleep. “Sleep” for
several seconds, let the children stay “sleeping” as
they listen while you continue the lesson softly.

And what do you think happened? He heard the same
voice for the third time. “Samuel.” So he got up again
and went to Eli. Kids move back to “Eli.” “Here I am; you
called me,” Samuel said again.
This time Eli understood, “God is calling Samuel.” So
he told Samuel to go back and lie down. Eli said, “If you
hear the voice again, say, ‘Speak L ORD, for your servant
is listening.’” So Samuel went back to lie down. Kids go
back to “sleep.”
Now the LORD called to Samuel again.
This time, what did Samuel do? He listened
and answered, “Speak, for your servant is
listening.” Show the Teaching Picture 1A.12
of Samuel. The LORD said to Samuel, “I’m
going to do some important things in Israel. People’s ears
will tingle when they hear about what I’m going to do!”

22
What did Samuel do when he heard God call him?
Trace the letters.

If I want to
hear God, I’ll
need my Bible!

After Samuel listened to God, what did he do?

22
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The next morning Eli asked what God had said. Samuel
told him everything. Then Eli said, “The LORD spoke to
you. Let Him do what seems good to Him.” Eli knew
that Samuel had heard God and that God would do
what was best.
Samuel continued to grow up and work in the tabernacle. Samuel trusted and served God with his whole
heart, and God was with him. Everyone knew that God
was helping Samuel grow up to be a faithful prophet
who would tell God’s Word to the people.
God called Samuel and talked to him. If God talked
to you, would you listen? Yes. Well, God does talk to
us, and He uses the Bible to do it! Just like He called
Samuel, God is calling each one of us to follow and obey
His Son, Jesus, today. The most important thing you
can ever do is answer His call, just like Samuel did. You
could say something like, “I do want to follow and obey
you, Jesus. I’m sorry for the wrong things I do. Please

forgive me so I can be your own special child.”
If you answer God’s call, Jesus will save you from being
punished for those sins—so you can live with Him
forever. That is why we call Jesus our “Savior.” Please see
Good News for Kids on the inside back cover.

Disciple Guide—page 22

Have children trace the letters as they review the Bible story.

Disciple Guide—page 23

Work with kids to discover four ways to grow spiritually.
Complete the HeartBeat.

Inspire

Action

23
in many ways. Write one letter
from the word G-R-O-W on
each line!

G o to God in prayer.

Growing in Spirit

You can grow as Jesus’ disciple

Lesson 6

Wow! Samuel heard God speaking to him! When God
speaks to you, listen to His call.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will
encourage learners to apply the Bible truth to
their lives.

Answer the Call (10 minutes)

This Gospel presentation explains the salvation that
takes place when responding to Christ Jesus.
Explain how God calls to us and wants us to be
people who do what He says. Tell children that
they can be God’s children if they trust Jesus Christ
who died in their place to take away their sins, no
matter who they are or what they’ve done.
Use a clear presentation of the Gospel message (see
Good News for Kids on the inside back cover)
and be prepared to counsel students individually.
Provide a quiet location with no distraction while
the rest of the class works on something else. For
children who want to begin their new life now, go
through the following steps with them.

R ead your Bible.
O bey God’s commands.
W orship in church.

• Admit to God that they need forgiveness.
• Thank God for sending Jesus to die on the cross
to forgive their sins
• Invite Jesus to be their personal Savior.
• Ask God to make them the person He wants
them to be.

As children grow up, they learn to listen to and
respond to Jesus, their Savior. From the pictures
above, circle a way you want to GROW as Jesus’
disciple this week. Ask someone at home to help you.

Be sure to follow up personally with the parents of
any child who respond to Jesus’ invitation.

OR
23
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Growing In Spirit (10 minutes)
This “chalk talk” activity challenges children to think about
growing spiritually.
Have children think about what they need to grow their
bodies. Then move to the concept of growing their spirits to
become more like Jesus and to honor God. What are some
ways we can grow our spirit? Let the children brainstorm
as you draw simple pictures of their answers on a board.  
Encourage general answers as well as specific ways they can
do those things in their own lives. Talk about the GROW
acrostic:  Go to God in prayer, Read your Bible, Obey God’s
commands, and Worship in church.
Lesson 6

Closing Prayer

Ask the children to join you in praying. Pray in short
sentences and have the children pray after you, modeling
how they can talk to God on their own. Thank God for
Samuel’s example. Thank God for sending His Son, Jesus,
to die for us. Ask Him to forgive us for the wrong things
we do. Praise God for giving us the gift of living with Him
forever.

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their
own or at home with a parent.

DiscipleSkill How to Show Respect

During this quarter, your children will learn manner skills
that will help them respect others. Be sure to explain any
difficult words and concepts they may encounter.
Listening—Show the kids where they can keep track of
their listening as they practice it. Compliment those who
listened well during class.

DiscipleZone.com

Direct children to DiscipleZone.com/1A6 for:
XploreMore Discover more about the Savior of the world!
SwordWork Read Mark 1:35-39.
WorldWatch Explore the continent of Africa.

Closing Words

Whisper: Today you learned about a boy who listened. God
spoke to him. God will speak to you this week when you
read your Bible and listen to what He has written. Next
time we’ll find out what kids wore back in Bible times.

Dee-Cy-Paul Live! Paul talks with his brother about God’s
voice.
KeyVerse Review the previous five verses.
HymnNotes Examine the legacy of “For the Beauty of the
Earth.”

24

24

spect
ow Re
h
S
o
t
How

Class Code:

Listen Closely

Disciple Guide—
page 24

Listening is important as you grow up.

People need to listen more than they need to talk.
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God made us this way for a reason!
Draw a happy face
Draw a sad face
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What does Paul’s
brother, Mark, do
for his youth group?
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Encourage kids to complete
DiscipleZone before the
next lesson. Explain that
activities are available at a
special website—

DiscipleZone.com

when you listen before talking this week.
when you interrupt and forget to listen first.

play guitar
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How many ears do you have? 2
How many mouths do you have?

eview
R
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—where kids go to grow!
Children should visit the
website with their parents
to complete the online
activities.

