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2 Chronicles
36;
Jeremiah
32
Big Idea God punishes

His disobedient people when they ignore His urgent warnings.

Kingdoms Collapse (930–586 BC) During this era,
God’s disobedient people separate into two nations—Israel
and Judah. Eventually, the mighty Assyrian army destroys
and scatters Israel. Years later, the Babylonian army defeats
Judah, taking captives to Babylon.
The ten northern tribes seceded to form the Kingdom of
Israel. Jeroboam, Israel’s first king, refused to obey the
Lord. During the next 250 years, eighteen successive kings
followed Jeroboam’s evil ways. Finally, in 722 BC, Assyria
delivered God’s final judgment on these disobedient tribes.
The two southern tribes formed the Kingdom of Judah,
initially headed by Rehoboam. Through 400 years, some of
Judah’s kings followed the ways of David, but most rejected
the Lord. In 586 BC, Judah was captured and exiled to
Babylon. Jerusalem was destroyed.

Bible Background

The fall of Jerusalem devastated Judah. Jerusalem was God’s
fortress, where the Lord’s Temple stood. When the Temple
was demolished, many people in Judah believed that God
had rejected them. But this was never true. God had repeatedly warned Judah that He would discipline them if
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they spurned His headship. God’s people had forgotten the
covenant that God had made with them. By worshiping
other gods, they had openly rejected the Lord.
Jeremiah spoke during Judah’s darkest times. But the people
spurned Jeremiah’s messages. The prophet was punished, imprisoned, and nearly put to death. When Babylon defeated
Judah and took many of God’s people into exile, Jeremiah
remained in Judah. Later, the people took Jeremiah to Egypt
to avoid further oppression. Jeremiah continued proclaiming God’s message until he died.

Teacher Devotional

Sometimes God’s intense love for His people requires
His use of severe discipline. God earnestly yearns for His
children to return to Him. Though God’s discipline seems
extreme, He knows what is necessary to bring about the
changes He desires.
God, Your people made critical mistakes that brought great
pain and judgment. Keep me from ever blaming You when bad
things result from my poor choices. Help me truly learn from
this study so I will avoid such errors. Show my students how to
stay true to You, too. In the powerful name of Jesus, amen.

In this lesson, your children will...
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Lesson 9

Lesson Summary

• Sad that God’s people wouldn’t
listen to His messengers.
• Uneasy about the harsh consequences of rebelling against
God.

Conduct (actions)
the events that led to
D • Trace
Israel’s spiritual decay and
O • downfall.
Identify sins that characterized

• Relieved that God offers hope,
even in the darkest days.

God’s Temple. 			
(2 Chronicles 36:19)

the people of Israel and Judah.

• Examine ways people today
rebel against God, and propose constructive solutions.
• DiscipleSkill—Identify the 5
Old Testament Major Prophets.
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Make

Disciples
Teacher—Decide where to place these elements
into this lesson.

Opening Prayer

Pray that your students will understand the consequences of
rebelling against God, and that they will remain steadfast
to the Lord. Pray that they gain strength from the example
of other believers who walk in God’s ways.

WorldWatch
Lesson 9

Missionary Biography 9 of 12—Don and Carol Richardson—The Peace Child Missionary stories can have a profound
impact on a child. Take 1-2 minutes to read this brief narrative.
Download discussion questions at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
People in two different Sawi villages befriend Don and
Carol. The groups of villagers are longtime enemies. Since
the Sawi view betrayal and treachery as positive traits, no
peace can be established. The two villages are incapable
of trusting each other. Finally, Don and Carol decide that
the only way to stop the wars between these two villages is
for them to leave. The Sawi are very upset. They want Don
and Carol to stay. Then something amazing happens. The
leaders from each of the villages come to Don and tell
him, “Tomorrow, we will make peace.”
“Is peace possible?” Don wonders. “What will bring
peace and trust between the two warring villages?” The
next morning, both villages are in an uproar. Finally, a
man from one village grabs his only son and runs to the
other village. With anguish on his face, he gives his only
son to a man from the other village—his enemy. The
man receiving the child will now raise him as his own
son. This is the peace child. As long as the child lives,
there will be peace between the villages. There will not
be any betrayal, because a person who gives up his own
son is a person who can be trusted.

Missions Education—The Target
To add this component to the lesson, download the teacher
script at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

KeyVerse

Topic: Kingdoms Collapse
Reference: 2 Kings 17:20
Memorization Activity: Use a baton, short dowel, or
wooden spoon. Students should stand in a circle. Give one
child the baton. He or she should recite as much of the
memory verse as possible. If the child completes the verse,
he/she passes the baton to another student and sits down.
If the student cannot complete the verse, he/she passes the
baton, but remains standing. Continue until everyone is
seated. If your class is large, break into groups.

Bonus Resources

Access free downloads for this lesson at
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
• More activity ideas
• Activity templates and resources
• Explore Scripture teacher notecards

SUPPLIES
General Supplies

Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 33-36)
Pencils, markers, paper
Notecards, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples

Baton, dowel, or wooden spoon

Spark Interest

•NEVER TOO YOUNG!: none
•COLLAPSING PYRAMID: blocks

DISCIPLESHIP TIP
During classroom discussions, ask open-ended questions
that begin with “Why” or “How” or “What do you think.”
Open-ended questions encourage students to think
more deeply and communicate more creatively. Closeended questions stall effective conversation.
60

Explore Scripture

Jar of dry, powdery dirt
Teaching Picture 5A.17—Era 9—Kingdoms Collapse
Teaching Picture 5A.18—Jeremiah

Inspire Action

•JEREMIAH’S PRAYER: no additional supplies
•IN BABYLON: no additional supplies
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Spark

Interest
Never Too Young! (10 minutes)

This guessing activity helps kids realize that they are not too
young to serve Him now.

Disciple Guide—page 33

Explain what happened when Israel and Judah disregarded
God’s Word. Complete this page at the beginning of class or
after a Spark Interest activity.

Lesson 2

Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students
and grab their attention.

Ask your kids to guess:

Lesson 9

• How old was Bobby Fischer when he became international chess grand master? (15 years old)
• How old was Mary Lou Retton when she won five
Olympic gold medals? (16 years old)
• How old was David when he was anointed king of Israel?
(about 13 years old)
• How old was Jesus when He astounded the teachers in the
Temple? (12 years old)
• How old was…. (Share other examples.)
Discuss: How old does a person have to be to
serve God? Encourage responses. Explain that
Jeremiah was also a youth when God called Him
to be a prophet to His people.

33

God punishes
His disobedient
people when
they ignore His
urgent warnings.

OR
Collapsing Pyramid (10 minutes)

This demonstration activity introduces kids to
the dramatic collapse of both Israel and Judah.
Supplies: wooden or plastic blocks

Have kids build a tower or pyramid on a table in
the front of the room. Give no explanation about
why you are doing what you are doing. Build
the tower as tall as possible using the entire set
of blocks. Then, after making eye contact with
the students, pull one block from the base of the
tower. Continue removing blocks until the tower
collapses before their eyes. Today we will study
two kingdoms that collapsed, much like the
tower we built.

Sin split God’s people
into two nations—Israel and Judah.
Over the course of 400 years, Israel had 19 kings

and Judah had 20 kings. Some rulers followed
the Lord, but most led the people in wicked ways.
God finally sent other nations to punish His people.
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5A • Old Testament Champions • Lesson 9
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Disciple Guide—page 34

Explore

Scripture

Talk about Jeremiah’s life and why he is a “champion of faith.”
Discuss the consequences of Judah’s disobedience.

Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include Teaching
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides.

2 Chronicles 36; Jeremiah 32

Lesson 9

Era #9: Kingdoms Collapse (930–586 BC)
We are building an Old Testament timeline and learning
about champions who lived during each era. Today’s
era is about the collapse of two nations,
Israel and Judah. First, God sent Assyria
to punish Israel. Later on, the Babylonians
demolished God’s people who lived in
Judah. Show the Teaching Picture 5A.17 of
Era 9—Kingdoms Collapse.

Look at Jeremiah 8:18—9:2. How did Jeremiah like his
job? (See Jeremiah 12:1-4!) In the end, Jeremiah, too, was
exiled in Egypt. Jeremiah had followed God faithfully,
but he ended up being taken away from his homeland.
When we choose our own way, we hurt ourselves and we
offend God. God has a better plan for us! But even in
the midst of judgment and suffering, God continued to
extend hope to the people of Judah.

This era can be divided into three major sections:
• Divided (930–750 BC) God’s people split into two nations—
Israel and Judah (1 Kings 12-14). Key People—Jeroboam,
Rehoboam, Jeremiah; Key Places—Israel, Judah
• Scattered (722 BC) The mighty Assyrian army destroys
Israel (1 Kings 15—2 Kings 17). People—Hosea,
Amos, 19 Kings of Israel; Places—Israel,
Assyria
• Exiled (606–586 BC) The Babylonian army
Dejected Jeremiah
defeats Judah, taking captives to Babylon (2 Kings
18—2 Kings 25). People—Nebuchadnezzar,
20 Kings of Judah; Places—Judah, Jerusalem,
Jeremiah’s Stats
Babylon
► “The weeping prophet”
► Uncertain lifespan (about 650—580 BC)

Open your Bible to 2 Chronicles 36. Discuss
how people of various ages can serve God. Why
is being “too young” a poor excuse for not
getting involved? Have kids read Jeremiah 1:410. God uses people who are available to Him,
no matter their age. See also what Paul wrote
to his young friend, Timothy (1 Timothy 4:12).
When God calls someone to do something,
He also gives that person the courage and the
desire to do the job.

► Watched Babylonia destroy Jerusalem
► Lamentations 3:48

G

od continued to send prophets to warn His
people and to encourage them to follow Him.

Read 2 Chronicles 36:11-21.
Use two colored pens or pencils to work your way through the maze. With one color, trace the
path the people of Judah chose. Use the other color to show the way God wanted them to go.

Abused
prophets

Rebelled
against God

Champion: Jeremiah
God gave Jeremiah a very difficult job. Throughout his life, Jeremiah was faithful to God,
speaking to His people during Judah’s darkest
times. Jeremiah urged them to
return to God, but they spurned
his messages. The prophet was
punished, imprisoned, and nearly
put to death. Show the Teaching
Picture 5A.18 of Jeremiah.
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List reasons for God’s people to have hope, even when things
look hopeless! Complete the HeartBeat, helping kids develop
strategies that will help them overcome issues related to
rebellion in their own lives.

Ask kids to turn to Ecclesiastes 12:14. “For God will bring
every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing,
whether it is good or evil.” Discuss this verse. What do you
think the evil kings of Israel and Judah would change
about their lives if they could? What things would you
change in your own life? Share with students something
you would change. Choose one change in your life that
will help you follow God’s ways more closely.

Inspire

Action
Teacher—Choose one activity that will encourage
learners to apply the Bible truth to their lives.

Jeremiah’s Prayer (15-20 minutes)

This drama activity reminds kids that God is the supreme focus
of everything that takes place on earth. Supplies: Bibles

Jeremiah’s prayer for understanding (Jeremiah 32:16-24)
presents a beautiful picture of God and the history of His
people. As a class or in small groups, list God’s characteristics, traits, attributes, and names. Then brainstorm actions
that capture the meaning of each verse. Choose one person
as narrator to read the text while the others perform. Practice
once or twice and then present it.

Lesson 9

Disciple Guide—page 35

OR

35

Hopeful Future

In Babylon (15 minutes)
This research activity introduces kids to what
captivity in Babylon was like. Supplies: Bibles
Daniel, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel had different perspectives about the Babylonian captivity. Divide
the class into three groups and assign one passage
to each: Daniel 1, 9:1-17, Jeremiah 29:1-14,
and Ezekiel 34:1-23. Ask kids to answer these
questions as they read: Why did the Jews go into
captivity? What was life like in Babylon? What
did God promise His people? What reference,
if any, is made to the Messiah? Each group will
report on their findings. Emphasize that God’s
people were exiled because of their sin, and that
God ultimately disciplines His people to show
them His love so they will return to Him.

In spite of the devastation that Jeremiah experienced,

why does God tell him to have hope? Read Jeremiah 32:36-44.

God promised to rescue His
people and never stop doing
good for them. He is their God
and they are His people

G

od punishes His disobedient people when they ignore His urgent warnings.
Turning from God eventually destroyed both Israel and Judah. How is
rebellion and false worship evident in your culture? Draw or describe the
results of rebellion in your own life. Propose a hope-filled solution.
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Closing Prayer

Pray that your children understand that because of God’s
great love, He disciplines them when they turn from His
ways. Pray that they would uphold God’s Word and walk on
a path of purity and victory! Pray for the personal requests
of students. Encourage kids to share their prayer concerns.
Remember each one as they make known their needs.

Closing Words

Today we saw how God disciplines people when they turn
their backs on Him. Next time we’ll see how God’s people
endure that discipline and learn to trust Him again.

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their
own or at home with a parent.

DiscipleSkill
How to Navigate the Old Testament

For 4,000 years, the Old Testament has molded Jewish civil,
religious, social, and economic life. Never has one Book so
greatly influenced the way of life of an entire nation!

Lesson 9

During this quarter, kids will learn how the Old Testament fits
together. Seventeen History books illumine the past, five Poetry
books imprint the present, and seventeen Prophecy books inspire
the future. Each one has a theme and message for today!

DiscipleZone.com

Direct children to DiscipleZone.com/5A9 for:
XploreMore Discover more about the era of collapse.
SwordWork Read Psalms 54-55.
WorldWatch Observe Sawi culture.
KeyVerse Memorize 2 Kings 17:20.
HymnNotes Discover the lyrics to “A Mighty Fortress Is
Our God”
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Disciple Guide—
page 36

Encourage kids to complete
DiscipleZone before the
next lesson. Explain that
activities are available at a
special website—

DiscipleZone.com
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—where kids go to grow!
Children should visit the
website with their parents
to complete the online
activities.

